
The shoulder feels like it's
healed, at least enough to try to
play golf again.

As much as I love the game, it'll
be two years this July since I've
even picked up my clubs. I know
that would practically kill some of
you, but when you have rotator
cuff issues, it's hard to swing a golf
club.

I used to play regularly. I once
had a 500-yard drive.

Technically, it's true.
In 1989 I was playing at Penn

National Golf Club, one of the
finest courses in Pennsylvania,
located at the country club in
Chambersburg. I used to run the
newspaper out there.

Okay, I mostly drank coffee at
the paper and played golf every
afternoon.

We were playing a par-five,
downhill for the first 150 yards,
then uphill for the other 400. It was
the toughest hole on the course.

Located at the bottom of the hill
was a really nice public restroom,
probably as fancy as the restrooms
you'd find in upscale restaurants.
They even made sure that the toilet
paper always went over the roll,
and never under.

I'm kind of anal about toilet
paper going over the roll. I insist
on it. Because of that, Penn
National was the only golf course I
would play. That, and the company
I worked for bought me a member-
ship.

The fancy restroom had a short,
paved walkway lined by painted
logs. The brick building restrooms
were carpeted, and autographed,
framed photos of Jack Nicklaus,
Fuzzy Zoeller and Lee Trevino
lined the walls. The course has
hosted both men's and women's
professional tournaments.

My worm-burner tee shot rolled
down the hill, struck one of the
logs and caromed into the rest-

room. The rest of my foursome
thought that was one of the most
amazing shots they'd ever seen,
since seconds before I teed off I
had told them I needed to make a
stop at the restroom.

Jerry, one of the community
big-wigs, insisted that I could play
the ball "wherever we find it." The
other two players agreed, even if it
was in a urinal, they laughed.

As we headed for our carts I
noticed someone emerging from
the restroom. It was one of the
groundskeepers. He had obviously
been doing some business when
my ball entered the small building.

"Uh oh," I thought.
He looked our direction, and

then looked ahead at another four-
some, which was at the green. He
got onto his tractor and caught up
with the other group

As we arrived at the bottom of
the hill, we all saw the
groundskeeper toss a ball into the
fairway and then wave at us.

We searched for my ball, but
didn't find it. Then we all knew
what had happened.

I turned to Jerry. "Play it where
we find it," I said.

The ball was roughly 50 yards
short of the green, some 500 yards
from where I had teed up that beau-
tiful little Pro-Staff.

I chipped onto the green and

three-putted for a par. Whatever. It
was still a 500-yard drive and I had
just parred the toughest hole on the
course. That particular hole was
also the "money hole," in which
the winner paid for no drinks at the
end of the day.

I was reminded of that story
when I recently received an e-mail
from that old friend, Jerry. He rem-
inisced of that day at Penn
National, and told me about a
much stranger shot that he had wit-
nessed some 10 years later while
playing golf in nearby
Massachusetts.

The extraordinary shot, which
was written about in a 1998
Newsday article, occurred at
Beaver Brook Golf Course in
Haydenville, Mass. Todd
Obuchowski was playing ahead of
Jerry's group and launched a shot
on a par-3 hole.

His tee shot went over the green
and onto a highway, hit a passing
Toyota driven by Nancy Bachand,
ricocheted back to the green, and
rolled into the cup. Jerry and at
least seven other golfers witnessed
the shot.

A Toyota-assisted hole-in-one.
Last summer I had promised

myself that I wouldn't hurry the
rotator cuff and that I'd take one
more year off before trying to play
golf again. It's been on my mind a
lot lately.

Then the e-mail from Jerry
resulted in a golf fever.

Well, I can't tell you how excit-
ed I am. Thursday or Friday I'll
meet up with some buddies and
head on out to Royal Hylands. I'll
hit a bucket and then tee it up for
the first time in 21 months.

And just in case you're driving a
Toyota, or any other vehicle for
that matter, I'd steer clear of Golf
Course Road.

I'm going to need, and will glad-
ly take, all of the help I can get.

One name was misspelled and another omitted in stories published in
last week's edition of The Banner.

The name of Keelen Walters, a member of the National Road BP
Reds youth league baseball team, was misspelled.

Additionally, Wes Hammer was omitted from the roster published for
the boys varsity baseball team.

The Banner apologizes for the errors and any confusion they may
have caused.

Eastern Hancock's varsity baseball team routed Southwestern Shelby
10-0 to pick up its first win of the season.

The Royals scored in every inning in the blowout win. Clayton
Kramer threw four innings, striking out nine batters. Kramer also went
2-for-2 with two stolen bases and three RBIs.

Steve Stunda had a 1-for-3 game and stole three bases. Justin
Dunlavy had a hit and three RBIs.

All nine starters for Eastern Hancock had at least one hit.
The Royals, coached by Chad Coughenour, were playing their first

game ever on the new baseball diamond.

Former Knightstown Panther Shane Roland one of the top players on
the Aurora University Spartan golf team again this season.

In a meet held on April 9 at Millikin University, Roland had a team-
low score of 78 in the first round. There were 17 teams in the meet and
Roland's score was good for 39th place overall.

In the second day of the competition, Roland tailed off with an 84,
finishing with a two-day score of 162.

In another golf meet at Illinois Wesleyan University, Roland finished
33rd in a field that included 24 teams. He shot a two-day total of 159,
getting an 80 on the first day and following that up with a 79.

As a team, Aurora finished 11th in the 24-school meet.

The Senior Girls League of the Knightstown Optimist Club's
Summer Youth Softball program is now forming.

Girls 13-17 years of age who want to play will need to sign up by
May 21. Forms are available at the Optimist Club diamonds and are also
available at the high school office.
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LOCAL SPORTS

LEGAL NOTICE
The Knightstown Electric Utility has calculated an energy tracking factor to implement a change

in the rates for electric service charged by its supplier, the Indiana Municipal Power Agency.
This tracker will be effective for all energy consumede during the billing period.

April 2010 May 2010 June 2010
Tracker ($/kwH) $0.027835 $0.027835 $0.027835

LOCAL SPORTS IN BRIEF
Correction Noted on Misspelling, Ommission

Royals Get First Win Against Southwestern

Senior Girls Youth League Now Forming

Roland Starring For College Golf Team

Golf Game Could Use An
Assist From a Passing Toyota

More than 1,600 high school seniors were playing
boys basketball in the state of Indiana during the 2009-
10 school year.

Through a complex process of elimination, the top
60 of those 1,600 was announced last week.
Knightstown High School senior Zach Apollos was
one of them.

Hoosier Basketball Magazine's Top 60 senior boys
basketball performers for the 2009-2010 season
included the Knightstown High School senior. The list
was announced last week, and those 60 players were
invited to a workout, which occurred Sunday.

Apollos participated in the workout, which was
attended by college coaches from every corner, still
looking to pick up some needed talent for their pro-
grams.

The 6-5 senior who surpassed the 1,000-point
career scoring mark during his senior season took the
Top 60 honor in stride.

Apollos felt like he performed well in the workout,
which more resembled backyard hot-dogging than an
organized team sport.

"I think I did all right," he said, "but during the actu-
al playing time there was more ball-hogging than any-
thing else. Everyone was trying to show off what they
could do."

Apollos is currently on the Knightstown baseball

Apollos carries an impressive resume that includes

However, he has no current plans to continue play-

ing the sport beyond high school.
He has been visited by college coaches, several

have attended games to see him play, and one coach
was ready to make an offer. It's just not what he wants
to do.

"I think I'm going go to Ivy Tech for a couple of
years," he said. "Maybe I'll go on to Ball State after
that. I'd like to major in elementary education.

"I just really don't want to play basketball any
more."

The 60 top players were selected from approxi-
mately 1,600 senior players statewide.

Six players who participated in the 2010 IHSAA
State Finals highlighted the list of players, including
Christopher Bond and Tyrae Robinson of Bowman
Academy (Class A champion), Trey Hughes of Barr-
Reeve (Class A runner-up), Andrew Rudakas of
Wheeler (Class 2A champion), Latroy Taylor of Gary
Wallace (Class 3A runner-up) and Terone Johnson of
North Central (Class 4A champion).

The Top 60 players included seven of the highest
scoring seniors in Indiana during the 2009-2010 sea-
son: Deshaun Thomas of Fort Wayne Luers (31.8 ppg),
Chrishawn Hopkins of Indianapolis Manual (25.8),
Matt Trimnell of Seymour (24.4), Jake Kitchell of
South Central (Union Mills) (23.5), Jesse Berry of
Lafayette Jeff (23.5), Russell Byrd of Fort Wayne
Blackhawk (23.2) and Taylor Wischmeier of
Brownstown Central (22).

Statistical evaluation, game observation and
statewide research were conducted throughout the sea-
son and the 2010 state tournament to determine
Hoosier Basketball Magazine's Top 60.

Apollos Named to State�s Top 60 List

Hoosier Basketball Magazine's
Indiana High School

Top 60 Basketball Players
A.J. Adams, Jeffersonville
Zach Apollos, Knightstown
Thomas Anderson, Terre Haute
North
Jesse Berry, Lafayette Jeff
Neal Beshears, Winchester
Chris Birky, Mississinewa
Julian Boatner, Bloomington North
Christopher Bond, Bowman
Academy
Leland Brown, Noblesville
Russell Byrd, Fort Wayne
Blackhawk Christian
Travis Carroll, Danville
Nate Champion, Logansport
Kegan Clark, Jeffersonville
Cody Cochran, Bluffton
DeArmond Davis, Mt. Vernon
(Fortville)
Brandon Demmings, Indianapolis
Washington
Donnie Hale, New Albany
Andre Hampton, Indianapolis
Howe
Michael Harris, East Chicago
Central
Chrishawn Hopkins, Indianapolis
Manual
Bailey Howard, Brown County
Jeff Howard, Westfield
P.J. Hubert, Mt. Vernon (Fortville)
Trey Hughes, Barr-Reeve
Jack Isenbarger, Zionsville
Steffen Jackson, For Wayne South

John Michael Jarvis, Terre Haute
South
Elliott Kampen, Yorktown
Brad Karp, Valparaiso
Michael Kibiloski, Elkhart
Memorial
Kevin Kidd, East Central
Jake Kitchell, South Central
(Union Mills)
Spencer Krhin, Southwood
Hank LaRue, Evansville Mater Dei
Jordan Manuel, Indianapolis Howe
Myles Merchand, Monroe Central
Shane Merryman, Carroll (Allen)
Greg Miller, North Miami
Billy Newton, Shakamak
Reomey Northington, Taylor
Roshawn Nunn, Anderson
Mitchell Patton, South Knox
Alex Payne, Carmel
Thomas Pierce, Gary Roosevelt
Troy Porter, Frankfort
Roddy Richardson, Lafayette Jeff
Tyrae Robinson, Bowman
Academy
Andrew Rudakas, Wheeler
Khristian Smith, Pike
Zach Starr, Hamilton Southeastern
Ross Syphers, Franklin
Latroy Taylor, Gary Wallace
Leon Tillman, Evansville North
Matt Trimnel, Seymour
Cody Vest, Owen Valley
Jordan Weidner, Danville
DavRon Williams, Marion
Taylor Wischmeier, Brownstown
Central

Hoosier Basketball Magazine�s Top 60
Indiana High School Senior Players


