
there was a gigantic egg sale that
occurred on the Town Square. In
fact, 90 years ago today, on April 7,
the sale ended after local farmers
had sold 469,080 eggs on the
Public Square in Knightstown.

That�s right. In one week, nearly

a half-a-million eggs were pur-
chased on the Town Square in
Knightstown, Indiana.

Each egg was sold for a set price
of 36 cents per dozen, and that
price had been announced in
advance. The sale drew an uncount-
able number of people to town. At
three cents per egg, the price was
nearly half of what the eggs cost at
the General Stores and one-third of
what was charged in Indianapolis.

Seriously.
There were over 39,000 dozen

chicken eggs sold that week. At
thirty eggs to a case, that's 15,636
cases.

None of the eggs came in to
Knightstown by rail, because there
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LOCAL SPORTS

NOTICE FOR SALE OF REAL ESTATE 
OWNED BY CHARLES A. BEARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL CORPORATION

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Trustees of Charles A. Beard Memorial School
Corporation ("School") will begin to receive bids on April 19, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. until the hour of 5:00
p.m. on Wednesday, April 21, 2010, at the Charles A. Beard Memorial School Corporation
Administration Building, 345 N. Adams Street, Knightstown, Indiana, 46148, for sale of the former
school building located at 345 N. Adams Street, Knightstown, Indiana, 46168, upon the following
terms:

The real estate being offered for sale is a former school site, consisting of a building and approx-
imately 7.59 surrounding acres, located at 345 N. Adams Street, Knightstown, Indiana 46148 ("Real
Estate"). The Real Estate consists of the four following separate parcels as identified by the Henry
County Assessor: 0200811700, 0800811900, 0200810200, and 0200810100. A copy of an appraisal
of the Real Estate, which includes the legal description, is available for inspection at the office of the
Superintendent at 345 N. Adams Street, Knightstown, Indiana, 46148. The appraisal is for
$106,000.00.  Bids will be subject to the following conditions:

1. Bids shall be submitted in writing. All bids will be open to public inspection at the time the
bids are received. Bidders may raise their written bids up until the close of receiving bids on April
21, 2010, 7:30 a.m. Bidders will be asked to waive the requirement that the School give written
notice of any raise to other bidders, per I.C. 36-1-11-4(d). The bidding may be closed at any time.  

2. The School will consider the bids and determine the successful bidder at a public meeting
within thirty (30) days after the bids are submitted.  

3. Within thirty (30) days after the School determines the successful bidder ("Purchaser"), the
School and the Purchaser will enter into a written purchase agreement, embodying the terms of
this Notice and the successful bid. 

4. The purchase price will be payable in cash at the closing. The sale will not be contingent
on financing or zoning. Possession will be given on or before July 1, 2010. 

5. In addition, the School shall have the right to conduct a sale of tangible personal property
from the Real Estate. Any personal property not removed by July 1, 2010, shall belong to the
Purchaser.

6. The Closing will be held within sixty (60) days after the execution of the written purchase
agreement.

7. The School will provide title insurance, at its cost.  
8. The Real Estate is presently zoned "residential".
9. The purchase of the Real Estate shall be "as is". 
10. Time shall be of the essence.
11. The minimum bid shall be $95,400. 
12. The School may, but shall not be required, to grant reasonable extensions of the Closing.
13. A survey will be provided at the School's expense, prior to Closing.  
14. The School reserves the right to waive procedural or minor irregularities in the bidding

process.
15. The School may reject all bids.
16. There will be an open house for inspection of the Real Estate on April 14, 2010 at 8:00

a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
17. Each bid must state the intended purpose for the use of the Real Estate. The bidder must

present one of the following at the time of the initial bid: A bid bond or a certified check of at least
10 % of the bid amount; loan pre-approval documentation for the property; or a bank letter certi-
fying that the bidder has the financial ability to purchase the property.

18. The Real Estate may not be sold to a person who is ineligible under I.C. 36-1-11-16.
19. Any bid submitted by a trust must identify each beneficiary of the trust and any settlor

empowered to revoke or modify the trust.
CHARLES A. BEARD MEMORIAL SCHOOL CORPORATION

Kaleb Tesh
Chase Riggs
Jace Wilkerson
Braedon Arnett
Jeffery Alexander
Logan Harman
Brayden McDowell
Gus Walling
Ian Cummings
Abraham Wilson
Daniel Wilson
Noah Wilson
Coach: Adrian Darling
Assistant: Jeff Wilkerson

Knightstown Dental Indians
Hayden Waggoner
Keegan Clark
Baylor Hogan
Hunter Steimel
John McDaniel
Devon Settles
Ean Holder
C.J. Ventresco
Bryce Harlow
Corbin Deffinger
Quentin Bland
Coach: Brandon Waggoner
Assistant: Mike Clark

Coor Consulting Cardinals
Brayden Hill
Braxton Carmichael
Ayden Keith
Jesse Smith
Collins Higgins
Vincent Plank

Matthew McDaniel
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Lucas Mills
Hunter Hayworth
Owen Newkirk
Coach: Mike Hill
Assistant: Jim Carmichael
Knightstown Meat & Catering

Pirates
Austin Deaton
Ellett Shackleford
Mason Young
Devin Inman
Lucas Koedyker
Ryan Cowan
Heath Goodman
Marcus Vise
Parker Brown
Coltin Leisure
Coach: James Marshall

National Road BP Reds
Brennan McCorkle
Austin Vance
Collin Higgins
Jon Harper
Logan Moss
Levi Jones
Aiden Back
Reed Hedrick
Jacob Ottinger
Keegan Walters
Jacob Richardson
Coach: Rich McCorkle
Assistant: Matt Vance
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Nothing Happening? It Hasn�t Always Been That Way
In my travels around the com-

munity recently, I've notice a sort
of recurring theme. People were
complaining about some of the
same things.

I asked some kids why they
were hanging out on the gazebo on
the Town Square, and they said
there was nothing else to do. There
just wasn't anything going on.

I've heard the same thing from
other people, be it at one of the
local convenience stores or at the
grocery.

There's nothing happening in
Knightstown right now.

My 80-year-old mother, after
reading last week's issue of The
Banner, commented that "There
really isn't much going on in
Knightstown right now."

Some people think things are
kind of slow in a community that
features the Hoosier Gym, the CKS
Train Rides, Boondock's Farms,
Jubilee Days, the Fall Festival, the
Henry County Veteran's Memorial,
a state-ranked golf course called
Royal Hylands, and some of the
best and most involved civic
organizations in the state.

However, I guess right now,
anyway, there's not a lot going on.
Basketball season ended and we
are just now getting the spring high
school sports underway.

There's a little bit of a lull.
With that in mind, I wondered if

things had always been this way. I
knew, through personal experience
because I grew up here, that
Knightstown has always presented
very little for the teenagers to do.
But I was hearing complaints from
adults as well.

So I thought it would be fun to
look back and see if things had, in
fact, always been this way. So I
threw a dart and hit the number 90.

I thought it would be fun to look
back 90 years. What was going on
in Knightstown then, not over the
course of a year, but exactly this
week, 90 years ago?

You might be surprised. This
town wasn't just a little dot on the

map. It was a happening place.
In early April of 1920

Knightstown was just slightly
smaller than it is today. But unlike
today, the community was the epi-
center of trade. Hundreds of people
came to town every day, and on
weekends, that number became
thousands.

The front page of the
Knightstown Banner, dated April
9, 1920, colorfully described the
events which unfolded during the
previous week.

Every weekend the town would
nearly triple in size, and on some
occasions, the population would
grow 40-fold. But everyone wasn't
here to purchase or trade goods and
services. Some were of the crimi-
nal element.

That prompted the local mer-
chants to hire their own law
enforcement officer, who would be
more dependable than the county
police force, which apparently, was
rarely seen.

He was called the "Merchant
Policeman," and he carried a gun.
His name was Osie Miller, and one
night, while patrolling the back
alleys, he encountered thieves
breaking in to the Dry Goods Store.

The Dry Goods Store is where a
bounty of eggs was being kept until
the big sale, scheduled to begin the
next morning.

Miller carried a flashlight,
which wasn't all that common back
then. He shined the light on the
burglars. One of them shot out the
flashlight.

Miller and the three men
exchanged gunfire, according to
the Banner. There were more than
20 shots fired in the dark ware-
house.

The men fled. No human beings
were injured, but hundreds of eggs
were destroyed. This is where it
gets exciting.

You see, Knightstown was the
chicken egg-growing capital of the
world, as described by the newspa-
per and townsfolk.

During the first week of April,

chickens back in the day.
There was an egg festival. There

was also a 30-day-long egg-laying
contest, which was won by Mrs.
Porter Wiggins, a Center Township
chicken farmer. Mrs. Wiggins' 37
chickens, for some reason 37 is
how many you entered, laid an
average of 21.9 eggs during the
contest, which culminated in the
gigantic egg sale, which coincided
with the egg festival.

Were these some happening
people or what?

But that's not all! 
Coinciding with the egg festival

was the huge wool sale, organized
by the wool co-op, which took
advantage of the massive chicken
egg crowd and held their own sale
at the same time.

A "club" of sheep growers from
a five-county area, including
Henry, Delaware, Madison,
Blackford and Randolph counties,
complete with an organizing com-
mittee, brainstormed a wool grow-
ers' co-op.

Combined, they arrived in
Knightstown, putting their bounty
of more than 200,000 pounds of
wool on sale during the egg festi-
val. Yes, 200,000 pounds.

You see, there were also a lot of
sheep farmers around here.
According to the Banner,
Knightstown-area farmers had
more than 6,000 sheep, too.

It sounds like we were some
farmin' fools back then.

chicken farmer, who was taken by
some chicken egg swindlers on his
way to Knightstown. The
swindlers stopped the farmer and
offered to sell him 60 dozen eggs
on their truck at well-below market
value.

Realizing the quick profit he
would see the next day in
Knightstown, he took the deal.

Arriving in town, he unloaded
the crates only to discover that he
had two dozen eggs at the top of
the crate, as well as some bricks
and wood shavings.

So, 90 years ago this week, was
there anything going on in
Knightstown? There were 469,080
eggs sold at the annual egg festival,
and there would have been more if
it weren't for all of that bad shoot-
ing inside the Dry Goods Store.

Estimates were shaky at best,
but it was suggested that more than
40,000 people came to
Knightstown during the week,
traveling from 50 miles or more in
every direction.

Now today, 90 years later to the
week, a few people are complain-
ing that there's nothing going on
and nothing to do in Knightstown.

I think this is our answer. Let's
have an egg festival in celebration
of our rich heritage and the histori-
cal significance and impact of
chicken eggs on our community.

I'll be more than happy to help
organize this exciting event,
because as you all know, my head
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